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FAITH OF A SPIDER: MEMOIR OF A PET SITTER By Chrystal Dodge Reviewer: Rod Clark The 
relationship that people have with their pets transcends itself. In addition to interacting with us, pets 
connect us to a wider world; to people, places, and feelings we might never otherwise have 
experienced. Chrystal Dodge knows this, and so her new book: Faith of a Spider: Memoir of a Pet Sitter 
is not just limited to funny stories about animals (although there are plenty of those.) It’s also about 
how her pet sitting business blended with a larger life; how she dealt with people, pets, and places; 
how she coped with the stresses and tribulations of her new career in the wake of the death of her 
beloved husband Bob from cancer. As she struggled to cope with the grief and emptiness she felt after 
Bob died, Chrystal was advised that in order to preserve the balance of her estate and remain solvent 
as she got older, she would have to find work. She had no idea what kind of work she could do, but she 
took comfort in the following sage advice: “Look for a job that is something you would do without pay, 
and something for which there is a need.” For a while she had a hard time figuring out just exactly 
what that “something” was. Her secretarial skills were out of date and she considered herself a 
computer illiterate. At her age, what kind of work could she find? One day she saw an ad in the paper 
for pet sitting, and a bulb lit up in her head. Maybe pet sitting was something she could handle. From 
an early age, Chrystal had always been drawn to animals and nature. She grew up on a farm where 
there were calves, chickens, ducks, a canary, and an Airedale named “Spike.” In the late sixties she 
had studied dog obedience training and had subsequently enjoyed helping 4-H kids train their dogs. 
After she got married, her husband, Bob, got a country place where she could keep horses, watch wild 
life, and continue to enjoy a natural setting. With pet sitting she figured she would find what she 
wanted: work she was sure to enjoy, and work for which there was a demand—if she could find the 
people who needed it. She visited an insurance agent to get her business covered, and a lawyer who 
gave her advice on liability risks and created and authorization and release forms. Then, Presto! “Tip 
Top Pets” was born. Her business built slowly (it takes a while to spin a web, even with the faith of a 
spider!), but as her career developed, she found that it not only provided income but gave her 
challenges, responsibilities and rewards that enriched her life in ways she came to value far more than 
the money she was paid. As she takes the reader though her many colorful experiences as a pet sitter 
we are introduced to many unforgettable animals: Dogs like “Duke” (a hound mix) and “Ousch” (a 
bearded collie), cats with names like “Butterfox” and “Walrus,” a lizard named “Butch”—pets that seem 
to step right off the page—but these wonderful creatures are merely the heart of the story. She also 
tells us about the homes where she works, about the many friendships she makes with the owners of 
the pets she cares for, and what is happening in her family (which includes three sons and assorted 
grandchildren). It is as if she wishes to draw a picture of an entire life that includes her unique 
business, but also embraces people and places as well as her passion for animals. Her accounts are told 
with wit, warmth and compassion. Anyone who loves pets, or has had to make dramatic changes in 
their lives is certain to love this heartwarming book.  


